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The minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 28th August 2012 in the 

Committee Room, West Buckland Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Present: Cllr’s Mrs M Blogg (Chairman), Mrs C Biffen, Mrs C Hannath, Mr D James, G Henley, and C Rayson.

In attendance: District Cllr C Hill and the Clerk Mrs J Larcombe.
52/08/12. To accept apologies for absence. Apologies were accepted from Cllr D Lacey. 

                Cllr G Henley gave an apology on behalf of County Cllr R Henley.
53/08/12. Disclosure of interest in items on the agenda. There were no disclosures of interest.
54/08/12. To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 31/07/12. The minutes were agreed as a 

                 true record of the meeting and they were duly signed by the Chairman.
55/08/12. Matters arising from the minutes. None.
56/08/12. Planning: 
           a) To consider any Planning Applications received by the Parish Council
           42/12/0050 Erection of first floor extension and single storey extension to the rear, and  

           alterations at 2 Herswell Cottages, Lipe Hill, West Buckland. Applicant: Mr J Dunbar
           Comment: the Parish Council has no objection to the granting of planning permission.
           46/12/0020 Siting of temporary building in the yard of Somerset White Lining Ltd, 

           Summerfield Avenue, Chelston business Park, Wellington (retention of works already 

           undertaken). Applicant: Mrs Alison Mundy.

           Comment: the Parish Council has no objection to the granting of planning permission.
                b) To receive results from planning applications determined by TDBC.
           4/46/12/0017 Erection of a timber built club room adjacent to playing field. West Buckland 

                Community Primary School. Decision: conditional approval granted.

           4/46/12/0018 Installation of a double classroom modular building to replace an existing 

           modular building, which will be demolished. West Buckland Community Primary School, 

                Decision: conditional approval granted.
                c) TDBC Material Considerations Planning Training Session at TDBC on 18th 
                September. Cllr’s Mrs M Blogg, Mrs C Biffen, Mrs C Hannath, D James and the Clerk will 

                attend the training session.
           d)  Any other planning matters. None.
57/08/12. Highways. 

 a) To report on work carried out by the SCC Highway Department and to receive 
 reports on repairs that are needed. A loose kerbstone in Peacocks Close was repaired   

 within a couple of days of the fault being reported. The highways van has been noticed  

 checking things in the parish recently.
                b) Landscaping at the Worlds End. Cllr James reported that it was Griselinia Littoralis 
                and not Laurel that had been planted and this will be much slower growing. It was thought 
                that it would have been better not to have planted the two plants nearest to Springfield. The 
                council will continue to monitor the growth of this hedging.
                c) Problems with HGVs using the lanes at Blackmoor. Large vehicles trying to get to 

                Culmhead are getting stuck at Blackmoor. Considerable damage is being done to the road 
                verges, gullies and hedges when these vehicles reverse back to Manleys corner.  Cllr Mrs 
                Blogg has reported this to highways and Mr Titcombe has agreed that ‘unsuitable for HGV’ 
                signs will be erected at the junction of the motorway (J26) and at the Manley Farm junction. 
                These signs should be erected in the next few weeks and hopefully will deter large vehicles 
                from using this route. A parishioner has also reported that roadside hedges are not being cut 
                  tightly enough in the Blackmoor area and vehicles are being pushed to the opposite verges 
                destroying the road edges. This is particularly the case along the road beside Gerbstone 
                Wood road, either side of Birdcage, where the wood edge has been allowed to grown out 
                and major damage has occurred and below Giffords where there is a similar problem. Cllr 
                Mrs Blogg has also reported this and Mr Titcombe is arranging for Mr Quick to have a look 
                and to contact land owners where necessary.

                d) Hedge cutting in Steart Lane. A contractor has quoted Cllr Lacey £150+VAT to cut the 
                village side of Steart Lane as tightly as possible without making it look too harshly cut, to 
                lightly trim and tidy up the motorway side as he sees fit, to cut three sides of the playing 
                field hedge, not to top trim the hedge alongside Pollards or the hedge at Frogs Lane and to 
                top trim the lower hedge noting the positions of the marked trees/bushes. It was agreed to 
                accept the quote and to ask the contractor to do all that is necessary in Steart Lane.
                e) Any other highways matters. None.
58/08/12. To receive reports from:

                 a) District Cllr. Cllr Hill reported that TDBC has collected more than they expected from 

                 car parking charges and have been able to put some of this additional income into reserves. 

                 One concern is that the additional money spent on car parking might have reduced the 

                 amount spent with traders in the town. A lot of events have been cancelled due to the wet  

                 weather which could have an effect on some businesses. There have been changes to the 

                 leadership of the Liberal Democrat members.
                 b) Cty Cllr. No report.
                 c) Police. An email report for July had been received from PCSO Bramley. The report said it 

                 had been a very busy month in the Monument Beat with eleven crimes being reported, four 
                 of which were non-dwelling burglaries at Ford Street, Sampford Arundel, Nynehead Cricket 
                 Club and Chelston. From the Monument beat there were fifty three calls to the police in July. 
                 Sixteen calls were traffic related, one call was to a sudden death in West Buckland and one 
                 call was to a suspected suicide attempt. There were four reports of suspicious people or 
                 incidents and one call asking assistance from other services such as TDBC fire or ambulance 
                 service.  There were also two calls to domestic incidents. There were two reports of ASB at 
                 Chelston. One on 4th July and another on the 5th July reporting motor bikes riding up and 
                 down in the industrial estate, making a lot of noise.  Words of advice were given to the 

                 guardian of two boys living in Ham. The district has been given the go ahead to set up a 
                 Police Cadet detachment for 13-18 year olds at Taunton Station. PCSO Bramley thinks this 
                 will be very popular and will be over subscribed. Strummer Fest has been reduced in size 
                 due to poor ticket sales and will be about the same size as the Buddhafest.  They are also 
                 requesting a change to the traffic management plan as they no longer intend to use the 
                 airfield for parking and campervans and this will now take place on Westcombe Farm 
                 instead, as it does with Bhuddafest. The Police have been very successful in recruiting 
                 Police Volunteers in Somerset West and they currently have over thirty. A Volunteer fills a 
                 unique role within the force. There will be no beat surgery for West Buckland in August 
                 due to staff unavailability. Cllr Mrs Blogg said she had emailed PCSO Bramley about her 

                concern that people are making house to house collections in No Cold Calling Zones.
                d) Village Hall Committee. It is hoped to start the work on the car park in September. The 

                Pre-school still want wooden fencing between the car park and the area at the rear of the hall 

                but this would need to be fixed to the building. The speaker system/hearing loop system will 

                be serviced on the 30th August and members are hoping for some guidance on how it works. 

                A piece will be put in the Parish Newsletter to try and get some more members for the 

                Village Hall Committee.
          e) Any other reports. It was reported that the Council had received a letter from NatWest 
          Bank apologising for their recent computer problems. The letter was addressed to a clerk 
          who had retired twenty years previously and sent to the present clerk’s address.
59/08/12. Finance
                a) To agree and authorise payments. It was resolved to make the following payments:
                Community Council for Somerset - £35.00 annual membership (chq no 1157)

                West Buckland Village Hall Trust - £24.00 room hire (chq no 1158)
                Mrs J Larcombe - £136.81 Clerk’s salary and expenses (chq no 1159)

                Taunton & District CAB - £75.00 grant (chq no 1160)

                Moore Stephens - £186.00 external audit (chq no 1161)

                The annual accounts have been signed off by Moore Stephens, external auditors. There were 

                no matters to be brought to the attention of the council. The Clerk reported that the auditors 
                had contacted her by phone because the box to say whether the council was responsible or 

                not for a Trust Fund in year ended March 31 2012 had not been ticked. A verbal response 

                had been given as it would have cost £30 for the form to be returned.  
                b) Refurbishment of the lettering on the War Memorial. Cllr Mrs Blogg has sent an 

                expression of interest to The War Memorial Trust to try and get a grant towards the cost of 

                refurbishing the lettering. She has received one quote for the work from Stooks Memorials 

                and is expecting another from Manning and Knight. Mrs Lacey will repaint the railings.
                c) To consider Spending v Budget April – July 2012. The report was noted.
                d) To agree additional signatories for the Council’s bank account. Cllr Mrs Hannath 

                will complete the forms for her signature to be added to the account. Once her signature is 

                added Cllr Lacey will complete the forms for his signature to be added. 
                e) Consultation Document on the repeal of Local Government Act 1972 section 150(5) 
                [signature of cheques by two members of council thus allowing for internet banking]. 
                The document was noted.
60/08/12. Playing Field

                a) Update regarding transfer of land for additional car parking for Village Hall. A plan 

                of the land to be transferred has been sent to the solicitor. 

                b) Hedge cutting. See item 57/08/12 d).
                c)  Repairs to seat near swings. The seat has been repaired and an invoice is awaited for 

                this work and the repairs to the picnic table.
61/08/12. Footpaths. 
                a) To receive any update from our PPLO. None.
                b) Any Other Footpath Matters. None.
62/08/12. Hedge trimming for Silver Street Green. Heathfield Garden Contractors will trim the 
                hedge.
63/08/12. Report from Code of Conduct training session. Councillors reported that there had been a 

                lot of information to take in during the training session. Mr P Lacey, SALC County 

                Secretary, has advised that the Register of Interests do not have to be put on the village 

                website. There is a form to complete for dispensations.
64/08/12. Correspondence and items of interest. Cllr Mrs Blogg reported that County Cllr Henley 
                has visited Yvonne West at the village shop to discuss the possibility of some type of Post 
                Office service at the shop. A lot of signatures will be needed to support an application.
                TDBC – Consultation on Council Tax
                Blackdown Hills AONB – Design guide for houses and an equestrian guide to keeping 
                horses in protected landscapes.
65/08/12. Any other urgent business at the Chairman’s discretion. None.
66/08/12. Date of Next Parish Council Meeting. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 25th 
                September 2012 at 7.30pm.
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

