WEST BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 27th March 2012 in the 

Committee Room, West Buckland Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present: Cllr’s Mrs M Blogg (Chairman), D Lacey, Mrs C Biffen, Mrs C Hannath, G Henley, 

D James and C Rayson.

In attendance: County Cllr R Henley and the Clerk Mrs J Larcombe.

148/03/12. To accept apologies for absence. Apologies were received from District Cllr C Hill,
                   PC M Leigh and PCSO S Bramley.
149/03/12. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda. Cllr’s Mrs M Blogg, Mrs C Hannath, 

                  G Henley and C Rayson declared personal and prejudicial interests as members of the 
                  Village Hall Committee. Cllr D Lacey declared a personal interest because the company he 
                   works for has submitted a quote for the surfacing of the additional car parking.
150/03/12. To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 28/02/12. The minutes were agreed as a 
                   true record of the meeting and they were duly signed by the Chairman.
151/03/12. Matters arising from the minutes. None.
152/03/12. Planning: 
             a) To consider any Planning Applications received by the Parish Council
             46/12/0007 Erection of two storey building for Garden Centre retail sales and ancillary 
             uses in connection with Blackdown Garden Centre, West Buckland. Applicant: Carnon 
             Downs Garden Centre. Comment: The Parish Council support the granting of conditional 
             planning permission for this application but ask that consideration is given to their request 
             for two planning conditions. The first is for a condition that the new road junction is put in 
             place before construction is started on the building. The second condition is that the 
             visibility splay is kept clear of any free standing signage. The Parish Council also support 
             the comments of the Landscape Officer concerning the removal of a hedge bank and 
             possibly trees and would like a landscape mitigation plan agreed.
                  b) To receive results from planning applications determined by TDBC.
             46/12/0005 Erection of single storey rear extension with erection of two storey side 

                  extension and garage at 1 Castle Cottages, West Buckland. Decision: conditional approval 

                  granted.
                  c) Report from Cllr Mrs Biffen on the Community & Neighbourhood Planning 
                  Meeting. Cllr Mrs Biffen reported that the speaker was Sarah Morton from Common 
                  Places, a Community Regeneration Project. She used the CPRE book on preparing 
                  Neighbourhood Plans as guidance during her talk. A Neighbourhood Plan cannot conflict 
                  with the Local Plan and it will take a parish one to two years to prepare. There would have 
                  to be lots of consultation and the plan would have to be approved by the local authority. 
                  Following this it would have to go to a referendum where it would need to have the 
                  support of  50% of those voting to be adopted. Cllr Mrs Biffen said the first step would be 
                  to look at how well the local plan covers the parish and she suggested looking at the local 
                  plan to see whether anything in the parish should be specifically protected even if we 

                  simply prepare a list of community assets rather than prepare a plan. As an example she 

                  used the Kingsdon Parish Plan which lists assets with community value. The Clerk will try 
                  and get a hard copy of the local plan from TDBC and will meet with Cllr Mrs Biffen, as 
                 soon as she is able, to go through the plan and they will then report back to the Council. 
                 Cllr James will help where possible. 
            d)  Any other planning matters. Cllr Mrs Biffen told councillors that the dwelling built at 

            Trees Farm is very visible on the Blackdown Ridge and at night, lights from the property 

                  stand out as the only lights on the ridge. She commented that the Heritage and Landscape 
                  Officer had commented that as the development was situated in a sensitive spot “on the 
                  scarp brow and within the  Blackdown Hills AONB”  he recommended that “flags or  
                  scaffolding be erected for a period of 48 hours for a full check to be made as to whether it 
                  would be clearly visible”. Individual objectors had also commented on the visual 

                  prominence of the site. Cllr Mrs Biffen was concerned that due diligence had not been 

                  exercised when the decision was made on the application. It was agreed that Cllr Mrs 

                  Biffen would draft a letter to TDBC questioning the decision to allow the dwelling to be 

                  built in such a visible position on the skyline.
153/03/12. Highways. 

a) To report on work carried out by the SCC Highway Department and to receive reports on repairs that are needed. There was nothing reported.
                  b) Update on SCC’s evaluation for improvements to the A38 junction at Worlds End.      

                  This is covered in the County Cllr’s Report.
                  c) Any other highways matters. None. 
154/03/12. To receive reports from:

                   a) District Cllr. No report.
b) Cty Cllr. Cllr R Henley reported that he has given the £300 residue of his locality             budget to the Church. The improvement works to the Worlds End junction on the A38 will be carried out in the first quarter of the 2012/13 financial year along with a similar scheme at Pyles Thorne. He is still waiting to hear about his request for a reduction in the speed limit. There is now cross party agreement for an alternative to the Boundary Commission proposal for the Blackdown and Neroche Division. In this proposal Wellington East would be part of this division and not Rockwell Green. The proposal meets the three criteria laid down. It was agreed that the Parish Council will send a response to the Boundary Commission in support of this new proposal. The points to be included in the response are that Chelston Business Park is half in West Buckland parish and half in the Wellington East ward which links both particularly in terms of planning applications and business development. A recent example of this was the issue of the secure Chelston facility which was proposed just in the Wellington East boundary but was just feet from the West Buckland parish border, this issue united both residents in West Buckland parish and those in Wellington East. All of the new building in Wellington is at present centred on the new Cades Farm development. This development is not building towards Wellington but is building outwards away from Wellington towards the West Buckland parish boundary. The Poole Household Waste Recycling Centre which is just in West Buckland parish is a major issue for Wellington East as well.
                   c) Police. The report, sent by email, will be circulated to everyone (attached).
                   d) Village Hall Committee. The committee will be meeting on the 4th April when they 

                   will discuss the car park.
                   e) SALC Meeting 8th March. Cllr Mrs Blogg reported that the proposals for the new 

                   Code of Conduct had been discussed at the meeting. Most parishes represented at the 

                   meeting wanted to keep the existing points. SALC will look at the feedback from all the 

                   area meetings. 
             f) Any other reports. None.
155/03/12. Finance

                  a) To agree and authorise payments. It was resolved to make the following payments:
                  Porter Dodson - £185.00 registration of playing field with land registry (chq no 1138)

                  Somerset Playing Fields Association - £10.00 annual subscription (chq no 1139)

                  Mrs J Larcombe - £136.81 Clerk’s salary and expenses (chq no 1140)
                  b) To agree a grant towards the Parish Newsletter. It was agreed to give West Buckland 

                  PCC a grant of £120.00 towards the cost of producing the Parish Newsletter (chq no 1141)
156/03/12. Playing Field 
a) To discuss the Village Hall Committee’s plans to extend parking adjacent to the  

                  entrance of the Village Hall, and into the Playing Field. Cllr’s Mrs M Blogg, Mrs C 

                  Hannath, G Henley and C Rayson declared personal and prejudicial interests as members 

                  of the Village Hall Committee and left the room while a decision was made on this item. 

                  Cllr D Lacey declared a personal interest because the company he works for has submitted 

                  a quote for the surfacing of the additional car parking. The Clerk reported that she had 

                  contacted TDBC to check whether Cllr Lacey had a personal or a personal and prejudicial 

                  interest. Mr D Greig, Parish Liaison Officer had agreed that it was a personal interest. The 
                  Clerk reported that she had contacted the TDBC Planning Department to check whether 
                  planning permission was required for additional car parking. The Planning Officer had 

                  advised that the Village Hall Committee would need permission for the car parking. The 
                  advice from Mr P Lacey, SALC County Secretary, was that at this stage it could be seen as 
                  incidental development in furtherance of a local authority power. He also advised that if 
                  the Council to give the piece of land it should transfer the land from Local Authority 
                  ownership to Custodian Trustee ownership. The Parish Council is the Custodian Trustee                  

                  for the Village Hall. Further advice will be sought regarding planning and the process of 

                  transferring the land. It was agreed in principle to give the piece of land needed for the 

                  additional car parking. 
                  b) Update on the repair of the safety surface under the swings. This has been 

                  completed.
                  c) Update on the registration of the playing field with Land Registry. This has been 

                  completed.
                  d) Update on Memorial seat. The seat, in memory of Mrs Pam Stanworth, will be 
                  unveiled at a ceremony on Easter Saturday and this will be followed by a tea for those 

                  attending.
                  e) Update on the plaque for the tree planted in the playing field to mark the Diamond 
                  Jubilee. Deferred until the next meeting.
                  e) Grass cutting. Cllr Lacey has arranged for Heathfield Garden Contractors to start 

                  cutting the field again.
                  f) Flattening of edge of rubber safety surface under slide. Heathfield Garden 

                  Contractors will do this when they cut the grass.
157/03/12. Footpaths. 
                  a) To receive any update from our PPLO. Mr Taylor feels that there is no point in 

                  pursuing SCC to keep Hamlands Lane in a better condition.
                  b) Church steps. The signs have been put up and work is going ahead.
                  c) Any Other Footpath Matters. The information received from SCC regarding 

                  vegetation clearance was incorrect. Cllr Mrs Blogg and Mr Taylor have met to correct the 

                  information and this been sent to SCC.
158/03/12. Electoral Review of Somerset: To consider the Draft Recommendations and agree a  
                  response. Dealt with under County Cllr’s Report.
159/03/12. Correspondence and items of interest. The Clerk of Bradford on Tone Parish Council 

                  has contacted the Clerk to say that they will be paying a cleaning business to clean their 

                  bus shelter alongside the A38 and wanted to know whether West Buckland Parish Council 

                  would like to use the same business to clean theirs. The cost will be about £70 for the first 

                  clean and £50 for any further clean. Councillors considered the Bradford on Tone bus 

                  shelter was used more because people are waiting for buses to Taunton while people are 

                  usually getting off the bus on the West Buckland side of the A38. It was agreed not to have 

                  the bus shelter cleaned.
                  Cllr Mrs Blogg reported that she had found 4 empty plastic tubs, labelled ‘Glucosamine' 
                  (vitamin supplement for horses) in the litter bin at the play area when she had emptied it 

                  recently, on a voluntary basis. Something will be put in the Parish Newsletter asking if 

                  items like this could be disposed of elsewhere.
                  The Pre School has asked if a Dog Show could be held on the playing field on 10th June. 

                  This was agreed.

                  The following correspondence was noted:

                  Heart of Somerset Events March 2012
                  SALC – Moore Stephens will not be re-appointed as External Auditors for the accounts 

                  Year ending 31st March 2013.
                  Compass Disability Services information.

160/03/12. Any other urgent business at the Chairman’s discretion. None.
161/03/12. Date of Next Parish Council Meeting. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 24th          

                  April 2012. It will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm.
 
 

 

 

 

