WEST BUCKLAND PARISH COUNCIL

The minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 28th February 2012
 in the Committee Room, West Buckland Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present: Cllr’s Mrs M Blogg (Chairman), D Lacey, Mrs C Biffen, Mrs C Hannath, G Henley, 

D James and C Rayson.

In attendance: PC M Leigh, County Cllr R Henley, District Cllr C Hill, the Clerk Mrs J Larcombe and one member of the public.
Public Questions: Mr Dennis Cottle introduced himself as the Chair of the Village Fete Committee and the Friendship Club. He said the fete will be adopting a Jubilee theme this year. The Parish Council will do the car parking for the fete.
135/02/12. To accept apologies for absence. Apologies were received from PCSO S Bramley.
136/02/12. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda. Cllr Mrs Hannath declared a personal 
                   interest in item 139/02/12 b) planning application 46/12/0004 as a neighbour. 
137/02/12. To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 31/01/12. The minutes were agreed as a 
                   true record of the meeting and they were duly signed by the Chairman.
138/02/12. Matters arising from the minutes. None.
139/02/12. Planning: 
             a) To consider any Planning Applications received by the Parish Council. No 

             applications received.
             b) To minute the Council’s observations for planning applications:
             46/12/0004 Conversion of part of double garage to habitable accommodation at 9 Lee 
             Park, West Buckland. Comment: The Parish Council supports the granting of planning 

             permission. Cllr Mrs Hannath declared a personal interest as a neighbour.
             46/12/0005 Erection of single storey rear extension with erection of two storey side 
             extension and garage at 1 Castle Cottages, West Buckland. Comment: the Parish Council 
             support Ian Clark’s comments and before a decision is made would like to point out that 
             trees, even outside of a site, if within influencing distance to that site should be taken into 
             account. This could include shading issues or branches of a tree overhanging a site or roots 
             from that tree which may require protection. The presence of trees located outside of a site 
             but located close by a boundary would also have a bearing on the type of foundation and 
             depth of a foundation for a proposed development – ref BS5837:2005 and also NHBC 
             Standards Chapter 4.2.
             46/12/0006 Insertion of additional windows to the ground floor and first floor level of 
             industrial unit at Unit 5A Castle Road, Chelston Business Park, Wellington. Comment: 

             The Parish Council supports the granting of planning permission.
                  c) To receive results from planning applications determined by TDBC.
                  46/11/0031 Installation of photovoltaic solar panels to roof at Unit 5C, Castle Road, 
                  Chelston Business Park. Decision – conditional approval granted.
                  46/12/0002 Erection of a two storey extension, incorporating a bedroom within the roof 
                  space at Little Bussells, Bussells Farm, West Buckland. Decision – conditional approval 

                  granted.                
             d)  Any other planning matters. A Certificate of Lawfulness has been issued for The 

             Bungalow, Higher Ruggin Farm, Wellington.  

             TDBC has issued information on Pre-Planning Application Advise and Charges as from 

             April 2012. This information will be circulated by email to all councillors.

                  If Wellington Town Council receives funding for a Neighbourhood Plan they will be 
                  happy to work with West Buckland Parish Council on the Chelston area and land 
                  near the M5.
                  It is felt that the chickens pecking around the trees in the hedges at Gerbestone Lane are 

                  not causing any damage to the trees.

                  Cllr Mrs Biffen will be attending the Community and Neighbourhood Planning Event at 
                  Somerton on March 1st.  
140/02/12. Highways. 

                  a) To report on work carried out by the SCC Highway Department and to receive 
reports on repairs that are needed. Nothing to report.
                  b) Update on white line at Sawyers Hill. The white line has been marked onto the road. 
Cllr Mrs Blogg has thanked the Highways Department.
                  c) Update on SCC’s evaluation for improvements to the A38 junction at Worlds End.
                  d) Any other highways matters. Cllr R Henley showed councillors the plans to improve 
                  the junction. Vegetation will be trimmed back to increase visibility from the junction.       

                  There will be a new speed limit and warning signs, including a fluorescent yellow 
                  backing board to make them more obvious to drivers. New high friction red coloured 
                  surfacing will be installed on the exit to the Bradford on Tone junction to discourage side 
                  by side emerging from the junction. The road lining will be refreshed to make it stand out 
                  against the surface. Cllr Henley will ask for extra copies of the plan so that the Parish 

                  Council can have a copy. Councillors were concerned that visibility when turning right at 

                  the World’s End had not been improved. Cllr Mrs Blogg said she would like to see the 
                  speed limit reduced to 40mph between Sheppy’s entrance and Pitt Farm. Cllr James asked 
                  if illegal signs could be removed. Cllr Henley will take the comments back to SCC and 
                  will hope for further changes. TDBC tried to get Sunday afternoon opening back at the 
                  recycling centres but this was turned down. SCC are claiming fly tipping is under control 
                  but figures show it isn’t getting any better. 
141/02/12. To receive reports from:

a) District Cllr. A councillor suggested that the money that wasn’t paid to members of 

staff who took part in the Unison strike in November could go back into the budget. The budget has been approved but several members of the Conservative Party left the meeting before everything was fully ratified. Officers had to consult the legal team and matters were carried forward to the next meeting. 
b) Cty Cllr. The information circulated for the SCC Boundary Commission Review left 
the Blackdown and Monument Ward as it was. The Boundary Commission are instead proposing a Blackdown and Neroche Ward which would include 18 parishes and cover 160 sq miles. Cllr R Henley and SCC are horrified at this proposal. Cllr Henley asked for this proposal to be discussed by the Parish Council as unless there is local opposition this change will happen. The Boundary Commission has gone against its own recommendations. They claim that they don’t want a large chunk of Wellington in with rural parishes. Cllr Henley will email the details. He said there was no community linkage. The number of councillors in Somerset is set to reduce from 58 to 55. Cllr Henley has formed a joint submission with other councillors from different parties who it would affect. SCC is reducing its standard gully maintenance budget and maintenance will be carried out every two years rather than every 18 months as it is at present unless there is a particular problem.
                  c) Police. PC Leigh reported that crime is lower on average on the beat for January 2012 
                  compared to the same time last year. In January 2011 12 crimes were reported compared to 
                  only 3 for the Monument Beat this year. There was a non dwelling burglary at Chelston 

                  Business Park when unknown offenders gained entry to a building via a fire 

                  door. Nothing was stolen. Catalytic converters were cut off 2 cars on the A38 at Chelston 

                  on the 6th January. A padlock was forced to gain entry at the Foxmoor Business Park on 

                  the 30th January and 2 Stihl strimmers and 2 Stihl hedge trimmers were stolen. There has 

                  been a huge drop in metal thefts. There are probably a few reasons for this, one being the 

                  drop in cash prices for scrap and the other is the operations carried out by officers to 

                  disrupt scrap dealers who buy stolen metal. The ‘No Cold Calling Zone’ is now set up in 
                  both West Buckland and Sampford Arundel. Beat Surgeries will be on the third 
                  Wednesday of the month between 1pm and 2pm in the area of the village shop.
                  d) Village Hall Committee. The committee is waiting for a second quote for the work to 

                  extend car parking before making a decision. The Hall has got another black bin. A Dog 

                  Training Group is going to use the Hall. A race night at the hall raised £1013 for the 

                  Church).
            f) Any other reports. Cllr Mrs Blogg reported that she had attended a SCC ‘Local 
            Choices’ meeting at SCAT. The idea of the meeting was to look at where money can be 
            saved. David Greig, TDBC Parish Liaison officer, pointed out that small rural parishes do 
            not have the money to do anything. People were asked to sign up for faster broadband. Cllr 
            Mrs Blogg said she did not feel it was suitable to ask about collecting litter at the meeting. 
            The meeting was shown a video of people doing things themselves. A report from the 
            round of meetings will be sent out. 
142/02/12. Finance

a) To agree and authorise payments. It was resolved to make the following payments:
                  Mrs J Larcombe - £116.56 Clerk’s salary and expenses (chq no 1136)

                  Pixton Woodlands - £144.00 Acer campestre Queen Elizabeth tree to mark the Diamond 

                  Jubilee (chq no 1137)

                  The Parish Council has received a letter of thanks from Mrs E Marsh for the money 

                  given towards printer cartridges for printing Neighbourhood Watch information.

                  NatWest has sent a ‘Review of Customer Information Form’. It was suggested that extra 

                  signatories could be added for the account. 
b) To agree a grant towards the Parish Newsletter. Cllr Mrs Biffen suggested that local 

businesses would pay for adverts in the newsletter but some councillors felt that would create more work for volunteers and wasn’t feasible. Other village groups could be asked for donations towards the cost. The decision on this item was deferred until the next meeting. 
143/02/12. Playing Field
a) Update on the repair of the safety surface under the swings. The DLO has quoted 

£170 + vat to repair the safety surface. It was agreed to accept the quote.
                  b) Update on the registration of the playing field with Land Registry. Questions from 

                  Porter Dobson have been dealt with by the Clerk. Further clarification is being obtained 

                  from the Land Registry before registration is finalised.
                  c) Update on ROSPA annual playground inspection. Rospa have been booked to carry 

                  out an inspection in June. June is the month that they carry out annual inspections in 

                  Somerset.
                  d) Update on the planting of a tree in the playing field to mark the Diamond Jubilee. 
The tree has been planted by Cllr James. It was agreed that Cllr Lacey could purchase a 6” x 6” inscribed plaque on a spike to site next to the tree. Cllr James will help to put it securely in place next to the tree.
                  e) Memorial seat for playing field. Cllr Mrs Blogg has met with Mr Stanworth and 

                  agreed that the seat can be sited with the other seats in front of the croquet lawn. The seat 

                  will be unveiled by Cllr Mrs Blogg on the 7th April and this will be followed by a tea in the 

                  Village Hall.
144/02/12. Footpaths. 
a) To receive any update from our PPLO. There is a problem with a culvert on

Footpath 14/9. A contractor will make a repair. A short section of path will be closed until the repair is carried out. 
                  b) Church steps. A contractor has looked at the steps to provide a quote for the job but no 
                  work has been carried out yet.
                  c) Any Other Footpath Matters. A letter has been received from SCC asking for 

information about which paths the Parish Council keeps clear of vegetation. Cllr Mrs Blogg will complete the form.
145/02/12. Correspondence and items of interest. The following correspondence was noted:
                  Warm Homes – how to save money and stay warm and healthy in Winter

                  SALC – agenda for meeting on 8th March

                  SALC – In formation update
                  Clerk & Councils Direct March 2012
                  What’s Happening in the Heart of Somerset - February 2012

                  Countryside Art – Diamond Jubilee commemorative giftware

                  Despite various searches the Parish Seal hasn’t been found.

146/02/12. Any other urgent business at the Chairman’s discretion. None.
147/02/12. Date of Next Parish Council Meeting. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 27th 
                  March 2012 at 7.30pm.
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
