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The minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 29th January 2013 in the 

Committee Room, West Buckland Village Hall at 7.30pm.
Members of the Public and Press are invited to attend.

Present: Cllr’s Mrs M Blogg (Chairman), D Lacey, Mrs C Biffen, Mrs C Hannath, G Henley, 

D James and C Rayson.

In attendance: One member of the public and the Clerk Mrs J Larcombe.

Julian Davidson introduced himself as the Conservative candidate for the new ward which includes West Buckland in the forthcoming County Council Elections. He said that he lives at Blagdon Hill and he acknowledged that the new ward would be an enormous area to represent.
114/01/13. To accept apologies for absence. Apologies were received from District Cllr C Hill, 

                  PC Hooper and PCSO Bramley.
115/01/13. Disclosure of interest in items on the agenda. None.
116/01/13. To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 27/11/12 and 08/01/13. The minutes for 
                  both meetings were agreed as true records of the meetings and they were duly signed by 

                  the Chairman.
117/01/13. Matters arising from the minutes. There were no matters arising.
118/01/13. Planning: 
             a) To consider any Planning Applications received by the Parish Council
                  46/13/0001 - Conversion of garage/workshop/games room into granny annexe at The 
                  Oaks, Blackmoor, Wellington. Applicant: Dr P M & L Cavanagh.
                  Comment: West Buckland Parish Council support the granting of planning permission.
                 46/13/0002 – Erection of workshop/garden room in the garden of The Oaks, Blackmoor, 

                 Wellington. Applicant: Dr P M & L Cavanagh.

                 Comment: West Buckland Parish Council support the granting of planning permission.
                 b) To receive results from planning applications determined by TDBC. No decisions.
                 c) Update on planning enforcement for 46/11/0020. The Clerk reported that the case will 
                 go to court on the 22nd February.
                 d) TDBC – Site Allocations and Development Management Plan. The Council looked at 

                 the settlement limit. This item will be added to the next agenda.
                 e) Report on Planning Training Session. Cllr’s Mrs Blogg, Mrs Biffen, Mrs Hannath and 

                 the Clerk attended a training session on the National Planning Policy Framework organised 
                 by TDBC. At the heart of the NPPF is a presumption in favour of sustainable development 
                 and the three dimensions to this are an economic role, a social role and an environmental 
                 role. Local Planning authorities have to approach decision taking in a positive way and 
                 should look for solutions rather than problems. Mr Burton, Chief Planning Officer, said 
                 TDBC turn down fewer applications now but add more conditions to the consents. It was 
                 noted that they do not have enough staff to ensure that planning conditions are enforced. 
            f)  Any other planning matters. None. 
119/01/13. Highways. 

a) To report on work carried out by the SCC Highway Department and to receive  

reports on repairs that are needed. It was reported that there are a lot of potholes all over the parish. During the last batch of bad weather snow caused a lot of trees to come down on the top of Buckland Hill. Heavy rain washed out the sides of the roads on Buckland Hill and made the roads dangerous. It was agreed that Cllr Mrs Biffen would contact SCC Highways Department about this problem. Councillors were reminded that they can report faults to SCC without going through the Parish Council. 
                  b)  Update on repairs to damaged signs. The damaged signs are still resting in the hedge,   

                  which appears to be holding them up as they have not fallen on anything yet. 
                  c)  Clearance of vegetation on wall at Frogs Lane by PC. Mr Stanworth has cut back the 

                  vegetation.
                  d) Any other highways matters. SCC has advised that Asham Lane, Ham will be closed 
                  for five days starting on the 4th March.
                  TDBC has advised there will be a countywide review of recent flooding events that have 
                  affected many parts of Somerset. This piece of work is looking to learn lessons from the 
                  recent flooding incidents and this could equally relate to what went well as to where 
                  improvements could be made. The Inquiry Event will take place in mid-March and is 
                  intended to provide a considered response rather than a critical reaction. Councillors from 
                  all Somerset District Councils and the County Council will be meeting on the 1st February 
                  as a joint steering group to agree the best format for the inquiry event to ensure the best use 
                  is made of everyone’s time. There will be one inquiry event with all key players invited to 
                  attend. The Parish Council will be contacted in due course with details of the event.
120/01/13. To receive reports from:

                   a) District Cllr. No report.
                   b) Cty Cllr. No report.
                   c) Police. Reports for November and December had been emailed to the Council. The 

                   first report stated that from the Monument beat there were 58 calls to the Police in 
                   November. Twenty eight calls were traffic related mostly due to flooding, four calls were 

                   about suspicious incidents, five calls were to attend alarms and four calls were to assist 
                   other services. Other calls reported such things as missing persons, animal welfare issues 
                   and requested contact by the Beat officers. At West Buckland a car pulled into a petrol 
                   station, 4 males got out and the driver of the car put £10 of petrol in the car and drove 
                   off.  The other males said they didn’t know anything about the car but when they found 

                   out the informant had called the police they paid for the fuel before leaving. As the 
                   festivities got underway the Roads Policing Unit had already kicked off its annual 
                   Christmas drink drive campaign - Operation Tonic.
                   The December report stated there were 42 calls to Police including 5 for accidents, 6  
                   crime reports (mainly from the same address), 3 for domestic incidents and 1 with drugs 
                   information. Avon and Somerset Police have been involved in cross border operations 
                   with Devon and Cornwall and Chard police focusing on rural crime, liaising with 

                  companies who supply products concerning trailers, quad bikes and ride on mowers so 

                   they can educate the community as to what products are available to reduce the chances of 
                   them becoming victims of crime. Involvement in Operation Tornado is the force strategy 
                   regarding the enforcement of legislation at scrap metal yards.
                   d) Village Hall Committee. Cllr Mrs Hannath reported that the Village Hall has a new 
                   caretaker. The work on the emergency door and the new car park lights has been done. 
                   County Cllr Henley has given a grant to the Pre-school for the fencing they are planning at 
                   the Village Hall.
                   e) SALC Report. Cllr Mrs Blogg and the Clerk attended the SALC West Area Meeting 
                   on 6th December. Mr P Lacey, County Secretary, reported that most councils had now 
                   completed the adoption of their Code of Conduct. Members had been reminded of the 
                   need to review the Code of Conduct during 2013 in the light of experience. 
                   Member councils had been notified about the requirement for all councillors with a 
                   disclosable pecuniary interest in a residential property in the parish to seek a dispensation 
                   before voting on setting the Precept and Council Tax. The consultation on the future of 
                   public audit closed at the end of August and the summary of responses has now been 
                   published. Only 162 responses were made in total, of which 26 were from smaller bodies 
                   or their associations. Detailed talks at national level will continue with the Department. 
                   The bill is expected to be tabled for First Reading after the next Queen’s Speech in May 
                   2013. Smaller bodies requirements are likely to be set in secondary legislation. It will  

                   probably come into effect in April 2015 and new arrangements for local council audit are 
                   likely to apply from April 2017. The consultation period for the repeal of restriction on 
                   payments by cheque has closed and analysis is well underway. Mr Lacey had received 
                   indications that some 450 responses were received and a majority were in support of 
                   repealing the restriction. Council Tax Support Proposals were explained and discussed. 
                   The Local Government Finance Settlement was due for publication before the Christmas 
                   Recess on 20th December and will include whether the Excessive Council Tax 
                   Increases Scheme (including the referendum) will apply to all or some parishes for 2013-
                   14. Mr Lacey said that early informal indications suggested that the Minister will be 
                   particularly interested in those parishes where the tax at Band D is high or in excess of the 
                   rate set for the District Council. That draft report will also include revised and updated 
                   indicative values of the parish share of the grant for council tax support. The Secretary of 
                   State has publicly indicated that Department would very shortly be responding to the 
                   Consultation on the application of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) where the 
                   mandatory proportion for the parish councils was expected to be meaningful. Mr Lacey 
                   indicated that those parishes with a Neighbourhood Plan would be in line for a strong 
                   element of the funds. The Government is consulting on proposals for the application of the 
                   Code of Recommended Practise for Local Authority Data Transparency until 20th 
                   December. The Association Management Committee will meet in December with a view 
                   to making recommendations to the County Committee at the end of January in respect of 
                   affiliation fees for 2013-14. The formula consistently applied is that rates will increase by 
                   the uplift in Consumer Price Index. This would result in a per elector increase of £2.2%. 

                   The NALC component has been fixed at a standstill. Members views were requested. At 
                   the North Area Meeting a member had drawn the meetings attention to Path Watch an 
                   initiative of Avon and Somerset Police regarding access to open land and rights of way. In 
                   particular it will address issues arising from 4-wheel-drive and motor cycle access to 
                   byways etc.
             f) Any other reports. No other reports.
121/01/13. Finance.
a) To agree and authorise payment. It was resolved to make the following payments:
Mrs J Larcombe - £136.81 Clerk’s salary and expenses (chq no 1178)

Heathfield Garden Contractors - £546.00 (chq no 1179)
b) Consider funding for refurbishment of lettering on the War Memorial. The 
Council should have enough in its budget for 2012-13 to cover this work. TDBC has given the Council a grant of £1705 this year towards the Churchyard, Playing Field and Footpaths when the Council had budgeted  £850. This item will be considered again at the next meeting.
c) To agree the Precept for 2013/14. Councillors were granted a dispensation by the 

Clerk to vote on and set the Precept and Council Tax. It was resolved that the Precept for 2013-14 will be £7580.00. The Parish Council will receive a Council Tax Support Grant of £460.00 in addition to the precept. The Band D Equivalent Tax Charge will be £17 84 per household, the same as for 2012-13.
122/01/13. Playing Field. Update regarding transfer of land for additional car parking for 
                   Village Hall. The Clerk has now signed forms relating to the transfer of the land.
                   It was agreed to book ROSPA to carry out the annual inspection of the play area.
123/01/13. Footpaths. 
                  a) To receive any update from our PPLO. None.
                  b) Any Other Footpath Matters. None. 
124/01/13. Village Shop: update regarding possible provision of postal services. Applications for 

                   shops to provide postal services have to be in by April but only so many will be agreed. 
                   As part of the process Yvonne has to show high footfall into the premises. The services 
                   that could be provided are mostly postal. 
125/01/13. Correspondence and items of interest. The following correspondence was noted:
                  Clerks and Councils Direct – January 2013
126/01/13. Any other urgent business at the Chairman’s discretion. None.
127/01/13. Date of Next Parish Council Meeting. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 26th 
                  February 2013 at 7.30pm.
 

 

 

