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The minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 31st January 2012 in the 

Committee Room, West Buckland Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present: Cllr’s Mrs M Blogg (Chairman), D Lacey, Mrs C Hannath, G Henley, D James and 

C Rayson.

In attendance: the Clerk Mrs J Larcombe.
122/01/12. To accept apologies for absence. Apologies were accepted from Cllr Mrs C Biffen and 

                   received from District Cllr C Hill, PC M Leigh and PCSO S Bramley.
123/01/12. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda. Cllr D Lacey declared a personal and 

                  prejudicial interest in item 129/01/12 because payments were due to him and his father.
124/01/12. To confirm the minutes of the meetings held on 29/11/11 and 03/01/12. The minutes 

                  were agreed as true records of the meetings and were duly signed by the Chairman.
125/02/12. Matters arising from the minutes. None.
126/02/12. Planning: 
             a) To consider Planning Applications received by the Parish Council
                  46/11/0031 Installation of photovoltaic solar panels to roof at Unit 5C, Castle Road, 
                  Chelston Business Park. Applicant: Mayflower Bathrooms & Kitchens. Observation – the 

                  Parish Council support the granting of planning permission.
                  46/12/0001 Erection of fibre glass telescope conservatory dome at Perry Barn, Blackmoor, 
                  West Buckland. Applicant: Mr Stephen Loveridge. Observation – the Parish Council 

                  support the granting of planning permission.
                  46/12/0002 Erection of a two storey extension, incorporating a bedroom within the roof 
                  space at Little Bussells, Bussells Farm, West Buckland. Applicant: Mr R Turk
                  Observation: the Parish Council support the granting of planning permission.
                  b) To receive results from planning applications determined by TDBC.
             46/11/0029 Change of Use from A2 to B8 at Perry & Prouse, Knights Road, Chelston 

             Business Park, Wellington (retention of works already undertaken). Decision - conditional 

             approval.
             46/11/0032 Erection of outbuildings to provide ancillary residential accommodation at  

             Wyndham, Ham, Wellington. Decision - conditional approval.
                  c)  Any matters arising from the talk on the Local Development Framework &  

                  Neighbourhood Plans. Cllr Biffen has suggested approaching Wellington Town Council, 

                  to ask if West Buckland Parish Council could work with them, if they receive funding for a 

                  Neighbourhood Plan, on the Chelston area and land near the M5. It was agreed to approach 
                  Wellington Town Council.
d) Any other planning matters. A parishioner has expressed concern about the chickens 

on the free range poultry unit at Gerbestone Lane pecking around the roots of the trees in the hedges and possibly causing damage to the trees. Cllr James will refer this to Mr Galley at TDBC.
127/02/12. Highways. 

a) To report on work carried out by the SCC Highway Department and to receive 
reports on repairs that are needed. The edges of the road in Silver Street have been marked up for repair and there is also a large pothole to be filled in. 
                  b) Further update on the sign at Buckland Hill and possible white line at Sawyers Hill
                  The sign has now been put up at Buckland Hill and it has been agreed to put in a white line 
                  at Sawyers Hill. 
                  c) Update on SCC’s evaluation for improvements to the A38 junction at Worlds End
                  County Cllr R Henley was not at the meeting. Cllr Mrs Blogg will contact him for more 

                  information.
                  d) Any other highways matters. It was reported that the bend in Hockholler Lane is 

                  slippery when it is icy. Cllr James was offered a bag of salt from the Parish Council’s 

                  supply.
128/01/12. To receive reports from:

                   a) District Cllr. No report.
                   b) Cty Cllr. No report.
                   c) Police. An email report was received (attached). The first Beat Surgery of the year took 

                   place in the Mobile Police Station on the 18th January. The surgery now takes place on the 

                   third Wednesday of the month between 1300 – 1400 at West Buckland in the area of the 

                   shop. Everyone in the village should have received a letter and sticker informing them that 

                   the No Cold Calling Zone is in place.
                   d) Village Hall Committee. Discussion on additional car parking is ongoing and another 

                   quote is being obtained. The Hall now has a new caretaker who is proving to be very 

                   efficient.
             e) Any other reports. Cllr Mrs Blogg said she had chaired the SALC meeting held at 
             West Buckland on the 8th December, which was mostly about the Localism Bill. She 

             thanked Cllr Hannath for doing the teas. Councillors were informed about a meeting on 

             Community and Neighbourhood Planning at Somerton on March 1st.
129/01/12. Finance

                   a) To agree and authorise payments. Cllr D Lacey declared a personal and 

                  prejudicial interest in the payments due to him and his father and left the room while they 

                  were agreed. It was resolved to make the following payments:
                   Land Registry - £50.00 registration of playing field (chq no 1131)

                   Mrs J Larcombe - £124.41 Clerk’s salary and expenses (chq no 1132)

                   Mr P Lacey - £20.00 grass cutting of War Memorial (chq no 1133)

                  Cllr D Lacey - £5.90 key for playing field padlock (chq no 1134)

                   The Council will consider a grant towards the cost of producing the Parish Newsletter at 

                   the next meeting. Cllr Lacey will find out the production costs.
                   b) To consider a payment from the Neighbourhood Watch funds. The Parish Council 

                   holds earmarked reserves of £151.16 for Neighbourhood Watch. It was agreed to make a 

                   payment of £50.00 to Mrs E Marsh towards the cost of printing information for 

                   Neighbourhood Watch (chq no 1135). Earmarked reserves are now £101.16.
                   c) Asset Register. The Clerk is still working on the Asset register.
130/01/12. Playing Field
                  a) Report on problems with the replacement springie. The spring has been replaced and 

                  it now looks a lot stronger. Cllr Lacey will replace the bolts with security bolts. 
                  b) Report on payment of grant from TDBC and insurance claim. The grant has been 

                  received from TDBC and the money from the insurance claim has been paid to the 

                  Council.
                  c) To discuss the repair of the safety surface under the swings. Cllr Lacey said he has 

                  received a quote of £500 to repair the safety surface under the swings and £200 for a repair 

                  kit. It was agreed to ask DLO for a quote.
                  d) Update on Deeds for Playing Field and registration with Land Registry. Miss Lock 
                  from Porter Dobson has sent a plan to the Council showing the area to be registered. A 

                  query was raised about the red marking on the area to the side of the Village Hall. Cllr Mrs 

                  Blogg will find out why it is marked in this way before agreeing that the plan is correct. A 

                  cheque has been signed for the registration fee.
                  e) To discuss the annual playground inspection and agree who will carry out the 
                  inspection. It was agreed to book ROSPA to carry out the annual inspection. They will be 

                  able to check the installation of the new equipment from Wicksteed.
e) Update on the planting of a tree in the playing field to mark the Diamond Jubilee. 

The group has met to decide on the site for the tree. It was agreed to look at providing a commemorative plaque in a material other than metal.
131/01/12. Footpaths. 
                  a) To receive any update from our PPLO. There has been a query about the line of 

                 footpath 14/16 following an extension to a building. There was a report of horse electric 

                 fencing blocking a path. 
                  b) Church steps. SCC Rights of Way will repair the steps behind the church on footpath 

                 14/33 and will put a hand rail on one side.
                  c) Any Other Footpath Matters. None.
132/01/12. Correspondence and items of interest. SCC is holding a meeting about local choices at 

                  SCAT on Thursday. Cllr Mrs Blogg will attend subject to weather conditions. She asked 

                  about matters that councillors might want raised at the meeting. Cllr James asked about the 

                  collection of litter. It was suggested that there could be a community litter pick. Something 

                  will be put in the magazine about litter.
                  The following correspondence was noted:

                  Clerk and Councils Direct

                  Ambersol News 2012

                  TDBC – Deane Dispatch published in Somerset County Gazette 12th January 2012
                  Glasdon catalogue
                  Heart of Somerset Events February 2012

                  Runningimp Event Supplies

                  Connecting Devon & Summer Project – PCP mapping. Cllr Lacey agreed to deal with this.
133/01/12. Any other urgent business at the Chairman’s discretion. None.
134/01/12. Date of Next Parish Council Meeting. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 28th 
                  February 2012  
 

 

 

 

